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The number of authors on published papers
can range as high as 10 and many of us frequently
wonder who did what and who is ultimately res-
ponsible for the accuracy and proper interpretation
of the study as well as who conceived it in the
first place. It is also common practice worldwide to
include the names of heads of departments or divi-
sions as authors who, frequently, have done no
more than approve the conduct of the research. Is
it not time to look at these practices and see how
they can be structured so that one might know
more about the conduct of a particular study with-

out having an inside informer from the author's
institution? Indeed, there have been some moves by
respectable journals (Lancet, New England journal
of Medicine, British Medical Journal, American
Journal of Public Health and the Annals of Internal
Medicine for a start) to implement listing of the
nature of work contributed by each person who
appears on the byline(1.2). This new custom still
allows giving credits in the form of an "acknow-
ledgment" to heads of department, financial sup-
porters and others who provided indirect help in
the performance of the study.

An example appropriate for Thailand would be:

Title of paper:

Authors:
Thanom Kongsak, M.D.

Institution:

A study of Melioidosis in mail carriers living in northeastern Thailand
Sombat Chanchai, M.D., Rachanee Ubonpanit, R.N., Kaesorn Sukhothai, M.S.,

Department of Community Medicine, Nakorn No-Where

At the end of the paper you should find this statement:
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Dr. Chanchai conceived and planned this
study. Miss Ubonpanit did the field work and col-
lect data and Miss Sukhothai did the statistical
analysis and wrote the first draft of the manu-
script. Professor Kongsak supervised the project
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Perhaps it would give Thai Medicine and
our scientific community credit if we would be the
first Asian Country to present our work to Thai
and foreign journals in this manner.
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